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Introduction

Google is a marvellous Web search tool and is as good as they get at present, but it is
certainly not the only one . Other top search engines include = Ask.com (aka as Ask Jeeves ), Bing
(formerly called MSN Search) , and Yahoo! (and see C General purpose, product , and
visual search engines below ). According to data published by Experian Hit wise
http://www.hitwise.com/us/datacenter/main/dashboard -23984.html  in June 2011, Google still
heavily dominates the market with a share of about 68 %, while the market share of Yahoo and
Mi c r o s Birfgtcarsently is something just under 14% for both ; Ask.com is in fourth place
with around 2.6 %, and AOL Search in fifth place with about 1.4% . T he picture is roughly the
same if ranked by number of visits , although Bing does better than Yahoo in this category.

A whole new generation of much -hyped search engines and other search tools have appeared

in recent years  trying to compete with the search giants, many of them beingtoutedas fine-xt
generati ono s e anmdcoffereé asg a possible alternative to Google. Some were clever

and inventive , while others used imaginative visual display interfaces to show search results.

But very few have been successful compe ting with the likes of Google and many of the new
ventures (Cuil, Daypop, Grokker, Kartoo, SearchCrystal, SearchMash, Teoma, Ujiko among
them) were short -lived and never posed a real threat to Google ; or if they did achieve a
measure of success and popular ity their operations were swiftly gobbled up by giant media
corporations.

In additionto  general purpose and product search engines there are now all sorts of speciality
search engines , in cluding meta search engines, visual search engines, question & answer
search engines, a plethora of so-called vertical search engines, real -time search engines,
search engines for s ocial networking sit es, or search tools for blogs, books, forums, song
lyrics, maps, medical information , findi ng people on the Web, and more. A number of these
are briefly described  and appraised in the sections set out below. All w ebsites in this module
were accessed and verified during the course of May and June 2011.
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General purpose, product , andvisual search engines

This section br iefly describes the major search engines other than Google , as well as reviewing
some interesting newcomers to the Web search arena.

Also included are a number of visual search engines. Visual search engines search for
information on the Web and display t he search results not as a series of text descriptions
accompanied by links but in a more visual format , using a variety of techniques and
approaches. This can be useful for people who prefer images to text , or for situations where
you need to display the terms in your query in a more visual manner, for example for travel or
tourist information. There are now a number of quite exciting new search tools and some of
these are described  below.

A9.com http://a9.com/

Aninnovatt ve product search engine that says it is figood at find
millions of products offered by the top online -somomgrggi ng dest
sites, including Amazon sites woiliohsdofiuedies for hundreds @ milions t A pr oc e s s
of products on Amazon sites i RowerediyGopgk,U A9 lstsyounototye wor |l d. o
undertake Web searches, but also |l ooks for book results fron
which opensin a window alongside the Web results. Its sophisticated technology aims to lets users find
the exact book they want, fAeven if all they can remember is
place, or an obscure phrase they can't forget. o
/8 A9 com - Innovations in Search Techno - x e
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Innovations in Search Technologies

A9.com helps people find what they want on
the world's leading e-commerce sites.

(Movers and Shakers e

Product search dats by AS. May 14th, 2011

1. brink 6 gothe fto sleep
2 la noire 7 infamous

3 go the Pk to sleep 8 lego pirates of the
4. lady gaga caribbean

5. smallville 9. chel les

2 Smarter Ads
10. no strings attached

Creating smart algorithms that make ads more relevant to
customers, and building highly scalable systems that deliver ads to
some of the world's largest websites.

More >

Good at Finding Goods™ Snap. Send. Get

Millions of customers discovering millions of products. A9.com Revolutionizing the product search experience for customers
powers Product Search on Amazon and other leading e- Visual Search uses pictures to find an exact product match from a
commerce sites worldwide database of millions

More > More >

@ Internet | Protected Mode: On

A9.com. Anin  novative product search engine
Al ready available for i PhoneE and Googleds Android mobile ph
visual search, using pictures to find products. With its visual product matching service that powers both
the IPhone SnapTell  Application http:/ snaptell .com , and Amazon Remembers (the Amazon App for
iPhone and iPod Touch ), customers can use an everyday camera phone to access product reviews, prices
and f eatures, easily and instantly. Using so phisticated image recognition technology it helps shoppers
find information about the products they see and for which they would like to compare prices. The
SnapTell image recognition translates a picture into searchable data points that are matched in a
database of images to find and return information about the product. Snap a picture, or scan the barcode
of nearly any book, CD, DVD, or video game sold in the US or UK, and within seconds get links and
product reviews to Amazon, Goog le, YouTube, Wikipedia, and others .


http://a9.com/
http://snaptell.com/

About.com Websearch http://websearch.about.com/

Now owned by the  New York Times, About.com aims to help users solve the large and small yet diverse
needs of everyday life published in the form o f a series of helpful guides (albeit with a fairly strong focus
on the US). Its database contains 2.8 million handcrafted, original articles on 70,000 topics, written and
updated by a network of nearly 800 expert guides.

AOL Search http://search.aol.com/aol/webhome

AOL's main W eb search results are actually powered by Google and its audio and video search results
http://video.aol.com/ are powered by Singing Fish, o ne of the earliest search engines dedicated to
multimedia content, acquired by AOL in 2003 and subsequently integrated into its se arch engine. AOL
has some attractive ease -of-use features, and search results are presented in an accessible and user -
friendl y manner.

Ask.com aka Ask Jeeves http://uk.ask.com/
Founded as Ask Jeeves in 1996 and renamed Ask.com in February 2005, this is a popular question and

answers search engine that uses technology designed to respond to g uestions and phrases (or single

word searches), with  questions posed in everyday, natural language (as well as traditional keyword

searching),. For example, questions such as fAwhy is the sky blueo,
clothingo, dfwihred eclteaanp ifl i ghts to Australiao, iwhy does swi
do i repair a leaking toil et ed,i sfitiesr nboe e tirwchoetn gdooo dni fdogre sy dou & ,

come fromo, etc. As you begin t o t yapotherpeoplerhavgasked andon you can
sometimes the results to a phrase search like this can be remarkably good and may help you to get the

information you need quickly and easily. There is also an Ask Jeeves for Kids version at

http:/mww.askkids.com/

Bing http://www.bing.com/ (forme rly MSN Search) /

Bing Visual Search http://www.bing.com/browse#toc=0

Launched in June 2009 and formerl y called MSN Search (and previous to that Live Search, or Windows

Live Search) thisi s the Web search engine from Microsoft, Avisually
informed deci si onaso fuelliBg 6 grahocs searchwesults in the US and Canad a, and its

market share in the US is about 12% or about 3.5% globally. A related product from the Microsoft stable,

Bing Visual Search, offers visual search in a range of categories/sub -categories and through a number of

themed galleries.

Duck Duck Go http://duckduckgo.com/

The quaintly -named Duck DuckGo cl ai ms t o be a new search engine fAwith | es:
advertisements, p | u zerofclick info, more privacy, | ess s pam, alnpthcesraostroagiemphasis o n

privacy and safety, and if you go to settings at  https://duckduckgo.com/settings.html you can select

results and privacy settings, and as wel | FaSimpsandfea md ace and
there are figoodi es 0 -Alistoflal Sanpsors oharbctets e A

http://duckduckgo.com/?g=Simpsons+characters , with a little profile for each, and with links to Web

pages devoted to an y of the characters. Overall Duck Duck Go is quite fun to use , but its search

capabilities are no match for Google.

Exalead http://www.exalead.com/search/

Exalead is a European search engine and o ne of a num ber of search engines that offer you a preview of

search results by displaying a thumbnail image of the W eb sites found for each search, a kind of visual

search engine. This can be quite fun, although the search results may be not as good a s a Googl e searc h.

Try it foo,fAdaiaglgohsilnt yoor fifiosr exampl e, and you can w¢desso do a
For Web searches, you can choose among three different result displays: text only, thumbnail preview

images with short descriptions, or thumbnai Is with extended descriptions. A title and description is

displayed for each result. Click the title to visit the page or view the file. You canalsojustc lickon a

thumbnail image to preview a W eb page or file without leaving the Exalead search engine.

Gigablast  http://www.gigablast.com/
Touts itself as AThe G@Gndédasa faiBe substdntialEndexiinraédiion to providing a
directory s earch within the human  -edited Open Directory Project (butwhi ch has beenin decline and s

not very current nowadays). A useful feature is something called "GigaB its", enabling youto refine or
broaden your search based uponrel atedtopicsfr om search resul ts, tor ¥ oirt efxarmpfienve
The @ Gi gapd®artorstdp of the search results; click on O6Moredé to see additional

search terms .

ISeek http://lwww.iseek.com/iseek/home.page

This is an interesting clustering engine using technology th at enable s itto dynamically and instantly
target results that it believes are most relevant . It analyz es your search results each time you do a
quer y, identifying themes, topics, author s, and more, and organizes the results foryou. These are also
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display ed as cluster results by topics on the left hand side of your results screen. Instead of relying  on

keyword pattern matching, you can use natural language to do your searches , and | Seeknossays it 0
the meaning and concepts embedded in the questions you ask, so it understands what you are asking

and retrieves relevant information. 0 A separate section, 1Seek Medical Resources , gathers results from

peer -reviewed sources, government organizations, and other American Academy of Continuing Medical

Education (AACME) accredited content providers. Not a serious competitor to Google, but worth a try.

oScope http://www.oskope.com/

Set up by a media company in Switzerland oScopecal l s itself a fAvisandletspearch assi
graphically browse and organize items from Amazon, Ebay, Flickr, Fotolia, Yahoo!lmage Search and

YouTube . You first select one of these services on the menu, and you can then fine -tune your search by

selecting froma range of categories and sub-cate gories , or you can search for specific items. Results will

appear as small thumbnail images and more information will appear when hovering over the image  with

your mouse. Click on any image to play a video (where available) orenlargeit,and  which will al so reveal

a link to the original page. Selected items can be saved by dragging them into a special folder on your

screen. You can switch between  views and display modes : grid, stack, pile, list, and graph. You will need

to register to use the service , but itis free. o0Scope offers quite an inventive approach for visual search,

although | found the search facilities somewhat flawed.

Qwiki  http://www.qwiki.com/

Among the latest crop of visual search engines and still in Alpha, Qwiki is really quite impressive,
attractively presented with high -quality photographs, and is interesting in as far as it also provides an

audio commentary i quite reasonably informed and up -to-date forthe mostpart (and apparently based
largely on Wiki pedia entries) 1 for search results, together with visual links to related topics, or locations,

etc. as well as links to Wikipedia, F otopedia, Google and You Tube. It is quite good for places,
personalities, or basic factual, historical, geographic al or biographical information, or information about

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help
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X
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INTERESTING  MONUMENTS

Qwiki. An  impressive  new visual search engine

animals, the naturalworld ,andsoon. Try it for fAshieldaé@hgggi 8wesdiehi ndoy®o

A ul | aodoo exdmple. It has even got a visual and audio entry for the Raigmore Hospital in Inverness,

or the Plockton railway station. Some people may find the flat, computer -generated audio voice a bit

irritating (and there are a small number of mispronouncements here and there), but one rather more

irritatingaspect i s the fact that some |links to related topics curreil
find a Qwiki by that named message.

Spezify http://www.spezify.com/

Stockholm -based Spezify is an interes  ting new search tool presenting results from a large number of
websites in different visual ways. It displays the results as a kind of visual collage of thumbnails of screen

shots, images, and sound and videos, spread out on your screen. It pulls in result s from Amazon, Digg,
Yahoo, Twitter, Flickr, YouTube and other search sources but it is possible to filter the type of content
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displayed. You control what you see via icons in the top -right corner. Spezify is bright and colourful and
quite good for social  and multimedia content, but less impressive for more serious topics and research,
whenresults canbevery hitand mi ss. Try it outd foor Af@acpgdpolmeaclirdodos sf or exampl e.

%9 Spezify - Windows
il S —
e #) hitpy/ s spezify.com | &[4 | x | 28 Googie 2l

= — -~ — = — — — i a—
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4 spezify any word here...
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Spezify . Presents results from a large number of we bsites in different visual ways

TagGalaxy http://taggalaxy.de/

Created by Steven Wood, a freelance German graphic designer, TagGalaxy is a stunning Flash application

(you will need the latest version of the Adobe Flash Player) and visua | search engine that lets you browse

through Flickr photos in 3D via a virtual p |l anetary system, an effligkitagsimbadpace 6gal axyo
likesett i ng. Type i n a s eandthelmainterm mill then appea a g dat the centre of your

sear g al & swrdunded by a cluster of planets show ing related themes and topics. You then click on

the planet of pictures and it twirls around with your results enlarged as you select them. Try it, for

example, for fAscotland highlabhtdand brgbkkpadd mbust abnéskbands
add any more related terms ;7 or do t heapplechoss 0f drorfiexampl e. After assembl ir
TagGalaxy automatically contacts Flickr and will show you how many photos there are on Flickr fitting the

search topic and/or sub  -topics (in the case of Applecross more than 6,000 images), each with a picture

description and the name of the photographer, together with a link to the actual Flickr page. This is an

exciting and clever visual search engine.

Yahoo! http://uk.yahoo.com/ or http://uk.search.yahoo.com/

Yahoo c an be a good alternative choice to Google from time to time  , and sometimes it can track down
sitesorresourceswhic h Googl e doesndt nev¥ahoosdraiilms (theowokdd'sungst visited

homepage 6 and that may be true as a portal, but not in terms o
where it is still miles behind Google . Yahoo and Microsoft, in an attemp t to take on chief rival Google,

recently signed a multi  -million pound search deal whereby Microsoft's Bing search engine will power the

Yahoo website and Yahoo will in turn become the advertising sales team for Microsoft's online offering S.

Yahooligans , its search engine for children and teenagers , can be found at http://kids.yahoo.com/
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Meta search engines

Meta search engines (also called meta crawlers) are those which allow you to enter keywords
in the search box and your search query is then simultaneously sent to several of the most

important search engines . While each search engine has its own method of searching and eac h
will return different results, by using a meta search engine , instead of getting  results from one
search e ngine , you will be getting the best combined results from a variety of engines and/or

directories , and you can then compare results.

Meta search engines operate on the premise that the Web is far too large for any one search
engine to be ableto index it all , and that more comprehensive search results can be obtained

by combining the results from several search engines. However, there is also a downside to
meta search engines . As most only retrieve  (or display) the top 10 -50 results from each search
engine, the total number of results retrieved could well be considerably less than found by
doing a direct search on one of the top search engines , e.g. Google.

Here is a selection of meta search engines:

Dogpile  http://www.dogpile.com/

This is arguably the best meta search engine currently available.  Using Dogpile means that rather than
getting result s from one search engine, it will display results from several  of the leading search engines,
Googl e, Yahoo! Search, Bing, a nd Ask.com, as well as social media sites suchas Kosmix and movie sites
such as Fandango. Dogpile looks at all of them, decides which are most relevant to your search,

eliminates duplicates and reveals them to you . This can someti me provide a better Web  search

exper ience. Before you start , read its fiDogpile Tricks of the Trade o .Dogpile also offers quite good video,
images, and news meta searches.

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help
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Go Fetch!
Google ¥amoo! bING'

Favorite Fetches Quick Starts

Grimsvotn Volcano Add Dogpile To Your Browser
Timberlake SNL Download Toolbar

Joplin Missouri Weather ~ Make Dogpile Your Home Page
Jeff Conaway Daily Deal Fetcher (new)

Staycation Bookmark and Share
Billboard Award Winners  Horoscope

Fire it up!
Find great tips for a delicious back yard BBQ here.

in!OSDOCGG About Infospace = About Dogpile *
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Dogpile. Arguably the best meta search engine currently available

Ixquick  (also known as Startpage.com ) http://eu.ixquick.com/uk/
A meta search engine that tout sriivtasteel fs eaasr.dfiftahegmogysaméted ' s mo st

that allows users to browse websites anonymously in com plete privacy, without passing on any private,

personally identifiable information to the websites they view. When yo u performa search, you will find a
clickable O6Proxyd option below each search result. When this
int ermediary to retrieve the page and display it in a privacy -protecte d Ixquick window. As a result, this

proxy option offers complete anonymity since the user never makes direct contact with the third - party

website, and the user's IP address is invisible to the viewed website. In addition, the website cannot see

or place cookies on the user's browser. However, one drawback is that pages can load more slowly since
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Ixquick must first retrieve the contents and then redisplay them. An Ixquick result is awarded on e star
for every search engine that chooses it as one of the ten best results for your search. So a five star result

means that five search engines agreed on the result (although, in practice, this seems to happen only

rarely). If you are greatly concerned about privacy Ixquick might be an op tion, but results may be highly
incomplete and not very satisfactory as Ixquick only searches C Blekko , Entireweb, C Exalead UK , C
Gigablast , the Wikipedia, and the Open Directory.

Mamma http://www.mamma.com/

Originally launched  as the first meta  search engine in 1996, Mamma bills itself as fithe mother o
search engineso. Mamma retri eves r essachdngnedandoditectariesdbatz e nt or s o
isnowhere nearas goodas C Dogpile above, and the numerous fisponsoredo (i .e.

the string of search results are a huge irritant.

Polycola http://polycola.com/ (formerly GahooYoogle.com)

Lets you search Google and Y ahoo at the same time disp laying the results side by side; or you can
choose to search for side  -by side results from any two of seven search engines including Ask, Altavista,
AOL, Live, as well as the Dogpile  search engine above . However, sometimes results can be fairly
unsatisfactory.

Turboscout  http://www.turboscout.com/index.php

A search engine comparison tool that may be able to save you time as you only enter keywords once,

then getting and comparin g original results from over 90 search engines across seven categories: Web,
Images, Reference, News, Products, Blogs and Audio/Video. For example, using Web search, after you hit

the search button, the first result is for Google, and a panel on the top of the page will then give you

S turboscout.com/index phy ~| 2] 4 | X | 4 Googte IO
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Enter keywords above, then click a search provider below
Google « Yahoo « MSN « Ask

A9 e Alexa e Alltheweb e Clusty e DogPile » EntireWeb e Gigablast e ithaki e ixquick
Looksmart « Mamma e Metacrawler « ODP e Search.com e Snap ¢ Teoma e Wisenut e

Make TurboScout Your Homepage
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TurboScout. A useful search engine comparison tool

links for results from 20 other general purposes search engines, while for a News search it will display

results not only from Google, Yahoo, etc., but also those from ma jor news sites such as the BBC, CNN,

and some news search engines. |t doesnd6t replace Googl e, and
because it can quickly tell you how good, or how bad, other search engines are in finding relevant results.

Yipp y http://search.yippy.com/ (formerly Clusty)

Uses clustering technology to organize matches in hierarchical folders and categorizes search results; i.e.

it shows search results grouping similar items together. This was an innovative concept and was helpful if

you were notentirelysureofwh at youdre after, saarckingéora farlphroaditerm te start

off with , but then eventually want  ed to fine tune the search. Unfortunately the new Yippy i who acquir ed

Clusty in May 2010, and which now aims to be a secure and family oriented W eb browser and search

engine i has a draconian privacy as well as a censorship policy http://search.yippy.com/censorship

Yippy says it may censor any search results, Web domains or |IP
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inappropriate, not just pornographic sites or those not suitable for children (which can be filtered out by

most search engines inany event ),butalsothose cont ai ni n§e miAhitc vi ews or -opinionsbo
Christian views o¢€rCoonpsienrivoantsiov,e fivAnetws o0 rFSoemeignrUsAdviessior or A ANt i
opinionso. Does this mean, antih®oadialistdr hamtt-Islanficorieves wauld bee r i n g

permitt ed?

Yometa http://www.yometa.com/

A meta search engine that is visual rather than textual and that shows the most relevant search results

based on the combination of website rankings by the top three search engines , Google, Bing and Yahoo.
It aims to present these results in a visually compelling manner that illustrates how they rank on the

three engines simultaneously. The top 22 results are displayed as pins on three intersecting circles. The

top 4 results (as det  ermined by the Yometa algorithm) among these 22 pins will display in the form of

bubbles with website information, linked to the pin location. But it all seems a bit ponderous.

ZapMeta http://www.zapmeta.com/

ZapMe ta is a nother meta search engine that provide s users the ability of simultaneously search ing
multiple search en gines under one interface,t  hus potentially saving you time having to individually visit
several search engines in order to track down the inform  ation you seek . ZapMeta gets its  search results
from AOL Search, Altavis ta, Ask, Bing, Google, Yahoo and some other search engines, and indicates the
sources with each search results. Along with Web search, ZapMeta currently also offer a directory based

on data from The Open Directory Project (DMOZ) and Product Search powered by Pricegrabber. Although
the spon sored listings that appear on top of the search results can be a bit annoying , this is one of the
better meta search eng  ines that can sometimes delive r good results.

Real -time search engines

Over the last few years t here has been an endless stream of new products and se rvices that

of f eeal-time s e a r ,anary of them drawing on social media and the social Web . Real-time

is usually interpreted as the actual time, O nowod, 6t odayb6, orlthasalso béeh happe
cal l ed At he .I[THereis ademaneford because nowadays a lot of people want access

to information as it happens, instantaneously

Real-time search basically means that you are browsing and accessing material in real -time ,
with virtually no delay between the ti me it has been composed and thereafter published. Or
you can take a picture, post it, and within seconds it is there for  the whole world to see . Real-
time search engines h elp you to search and discover what p eople are talking about on the

I nternet right now. They index news sites, blogs, Twitter feeds , real -time conversations and
comments, and other sources of data that are being updated continuously. General -purpose
search engines now increasingly also offer more real-time results fo r users , while some others
focus exclusively on the latest postings

Twitter is probably the best know n and the top real-time site, and at the same time also a
leading micro blogging service. As so much m aterial is being published by thousands or
millions of people so quickly through Twitter, real -time search can now be seen as virtually
synonymous with searching Twitter tweets.

Many real -time search engines have come and gone, some have been ve ry esoteric and
haveno6ét | atest | ong. However, ,anckemoeinteguieg s:ome of the bet

2lingual.com http://www.2lingual.com/

Enables you to search Google and Twitter intwo separa te languages, and also  offers a cross -language
search option that translates and then searches your query . 2Lingual.com s upports 45 Google search
languages and 21 Twitter languages.

48e rs http://www.48ers.com/

A real -time social search engi ne created to help you search for fwhat's happening right now 0. It trawl s
conversations from all the major social n etworks across the W  eb to deliver back nu ggets of information.
Could be potentially u  seful for breaking news stories, o r, more mundane ly, for the la test gossip or
following trendy topics
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Collecta http://collecta.com/

Claiming to be the fastest among the real -time search contenders, Collecta streams real -time information
of news sites, social media, popu lar blogs and Flickr. The technology that is uses ( Extensible Messaging
and Presence Protocol/XMPP)  enables it to show information that is truly in real -time, rather than finding
items that are simply recent. Col | e ¢hrea &¢aumn page design makes it ea sy to scan and screen
results quickly , while search options give you the ability to filter, 6 s h a prefide tune your results.

@ Collecta - Be in the Know - Windows Intemet Explore

o
,/v‘ﬁ" ttpy//collecta.com

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help
x  Google v YSearch- R R @ W- O R@ ™ 1d & @Sharer B+ W+ A Check - & Translate ~ ® hansz.w W\ - |

Favorites |8 Collecta - Be i the Know % v B - = o v pagev satey~ Toos~ @~ L/ M B3R “

Sign up here to stay in the loop.

s NN
Q:’ ] ‘ y “ Email address
L I

- e

OLLECTA

BE IN THE K

‘ ')\ Do not squander time for that is the stuff life
-l is made of.

This photo is
curmrently
unavailable

flickr

COLLECTA
1438 9th st, Santa Monica, 90401 | help@collecta.com

Downloading picture http://farmd.static.flickr.com/3306/5755153338_74b9145a3b_5.jpg- @ Internet | Protected Mode: On

Be Gs %M

Collecta. A fast a nd easily navigated search tool

Users can select to review news stories, comments, updates, photos and vi deo, or a combination of all
options. By clicking each type of result on and off, you can select the type of results you want to
see. For example, i fyou only want news stories and blog posts, uncheck all the others . A pause
button gives you the ability to halt your results when you see a set of results that you like , and
®lder 6and dNewer Oresults bars give you control over the results set. This is a useful and easily

navigated search tool.

Ice Rocket Blog Search http://www.icerocket.com/

A real -time blog search engine. Covers the Web, Twitter, MySpace, news, video, and images, showing
you results grouped under these broad categories, and indicating how long ago (in minutes or hours) it

was posted. It also offer s various advanced search facilities, a blog trends tool that lets you track trends,
and a link tracker enables you to track links from other blogs to your posts.

Leapfish  http://lwww.leapfish.com/

You can search Leapfish in two ways: conventional Web search (you can choose todoso via Google,
Yahoo, or Bing), or click the button for  d&Real Time 6 T he first page of results will display what it thinks are
the top news results andthetopor the most relevant Web resu Its, a Wikipedia page (if one exists), as

wellas a few video and/or image results, blogs , and shopping results (if appropriate) , together with some
suggestions for related searches. If you click on real  -time search you will get news and real -time results,
live tweets from Twitter  , and, depending on the search terms, top posts from Digg (the popular social
news website http://digg.com/news .) Leapfish has some useful search interface features: use your

mouse to h over over nearly any video result and watch it play in full ; h over over image result s and watch
the full image load on your screen without having to leave the page. For most sets of image results it also
lets you view a slide show of the f  ull images returned one by one; or h over over the top right section of

the sl ide show i mages atwdiewdhe negtkmage mthé Mdexset 6 . Moreover,i nstead of
loading an entire physical second page to view the next set of results for any given search, you can

conven iently click on the arrows at the top of each search results set and automatically pan over to the

next set of results  while staying on the same page ( the righta rrow slides the second page of results into
viewing, while the lefta  rrow slides back to the p revious set of results. )
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http://nachofoto.com/

A new contestant among real -time search engines , Nachofoto is a
with afocus on fitrending terms 0 (i.e . the very late st pictures of trending topics  , such as f or example

fi i P2a dr other new electronic gadgets , celebrities, sports men and women, etc. ) and rising search
terms. Using complex image ranking al gor iptcturesoftrendingai ms
that are innately connected to such currently trendy events and topics.

Nachophoto
clever real-time search tool forimages

topics i or trend y personalities

@ NachoFoto - Set

‘nachofoto.com,

-
File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

x  Google v PSearch- | R R @ - D AW ® naiy @Sharer B+ @+ A Check - & Translate - ® hansz.- X -

Favorites nf NachoFoto - Semantic Time-Based Ve... % v B) v & om v Pagev Safeyyv Toois~ @~ / N Nl 5

nachofoto

| Search Recent Images
e.g.justin bieber. tiger woods , hic

Try these

justinbieber hp  hc  mark zuck rafaelnadal  kim kardashian  super bowl

ipad2  hptablet

britney spears  james franco  tiger woods

steve balimer  roger federer

lamborghini  nis: naido  lady gaga

samsung galaxy  sony encsson

selenagomez hyundai charliesheen porsche autoshow  civistinaaguilera  nickiminaj rfihanna  starwars  miley cylus

At NachoFoto You can

View Changes in Timeline
Nachofoto offers Timeline vi 5 5
se o view latest images

Get Fresh Related Searches View Latest Images

Nachofoto makes it easy for users to find

By offering Fresh Suggestions, Nachofoto
y a most Recent & Relevant image results from

helps users find con
in just One Click .. more

across the web. ._more

| tiger woods

Search Recent Images

[
Justin Bieber miley cyrus

gRELATED SEARCHES
ber Selena Gomez

Search Recent Images

Grammy Awards

Bieber Never Say Never
avid Letterman
Golden Globe

‘ber Vanity Fair

4

nationaliedg dis: m
| T e

'!!3'!5‘"%
leisial F— W

@ Internet | Protected Mode: On

Gy RI15% -

-time search engine

Nachofoto. A clever real

For each search you get a set of 20 photos with the most recent one on top, and then two more sets of

more recent ones, sorted by source, and with a date indicated. There is a nifty little timeline  slider at the
top of the results page , allowing you to pull up images over a specific time frame. Nachofoto indexes
images from over 50,000 news sources. In orde r to use their search facilities you will need to register a

username and password.

Thoora http://thoora.com/

Toronto -based Thoorais an inventive next -generat ion online news tracking system , indexing over 82
million bl ogs, Twitter , and almost 5,000 traditional media sources . Thoora was launched to help people
discover the news attracting the most attention, or the stories that are generating the most buzz, within

both the social and traditional media. Thoora discoverst he most talked about stories by using a filtering,
clustering and ranking algorithm to explore the entire blogosphere, Twitter, and as well as traditional
media sources. |t then identifies the strongest
Twitter and traditional media, cluster s these signals together, and then ranks stories based on how much
reaction a story generates. Simply e nter your search terms, ory ou can browse news stories by top or
developing stories, or under seven broad headings: business, controversy, entertainment, life style,
politics, entertainment, sci-tech , and sport , most with a range of sub -categories. Each page of results
displays the number of news stories, blogs, and tweets , and how long ago they were posted/published.
By clicking on a story it then offers a n option of four views: Overview, Blogs View, News View, and

Discuss , where you can post comments or discuss with others your thoughts relating to the story or

topic. An impressive source for breaking news, or the lat est gossip!
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ttp://thoora.com,

iew Favorites Tools Help

v iJSearch- | @R @ H- QO RP® |00 & @Share- B - =m- | A Check~ & Translate - @ hansz..- A -

Favorites ¢| Thoora : [ dm v Pagev Satetyv Toosv @~ / [l M 5

HUMANS +COMPUTERS
= BETTER TOGETHER

Through the refinements you make you'll train the
Thoora engine to continuously deliver the best of
the web for your topic. Combine your expertise
with our semantic engine to get the best results

SIGN UP FOR OUR BETA NOW!
‘

@ Internet | Protected Mode: On

Thoor a. An inventive next -generation  online news tracking system

Topsy http://topsy.com/

Another real -time search engine powered by the s ocial Web. Unlike traditional W eb search engines, Topsy
takes a slightly different approach and indexes and ranks search results based upon what it con siders the
most influential conversations millions of people are having every day about a specific term, topic, page
ordomainqueried. It wei ghs a sour ce 6sowanarylhtines spdécy ifi@co dtenhhas been shared,
and it ranks the influence of  individual Twitter accounts by measuring the tweets that have attract ed the
most responses, thus gi vi ng more weight to #Ainfl uent fraehity. Bythisnber s of
method it seeks to  dynamically identify infl  uencers within the s  ocial Web for any searchable criteria,
using these Ainfluenced calTopbkgt b ap kismehbna treafttime rseaschirestlts s
are highly relevant 0 a n ddevoid of noisy str  eam of conscience content. 0 It also shows you trackback

pages for everything in its index, displaying what everyone is saying about a particular query or topic.

Topsyds founder, Scott Banister, "Moapsheen guwuoted!l apec@mwpyiseg it
42 hyper -intelligent pan -dimensional white mice at Topsy Labs, Inc., although our inv estors think it
by humans "!

Que stion & answer search engines

Human -powered question and answer search engines i similar in nature to real-time
interact ion on the major social networks i are becoming increasingly pop  ular. Below are some
examples.

Aardvark http://vark.com/

Aardvark has defined a new kind of social search , believing that sometimes you want a person, not a

Web page, to answer your question. Aardvark is a tool that lets you tap into the knowledge and

experience of friends and friends -of-friends. Send Aardvark a question and it will aim to get a quick,

helpful response from someone with the right kind knowled ge and experience , and usually within ~ 5-10
minutes. Aardvark was acquired by Google in February 2010, and for a fuller description and evaluation

see C Aardvark in Module Il , p. 5.

Answers.com http://www.answers.com/ incorporating WikiAnswers

http://wiki.answers.com/

A question and answers search engine (similar to C Ask.com/AskJeeves see above ), in which you

enter a question or phrase. Answers.com aims to marry the best of ¢ ommunity -driven questions and
answers with hundreds of reference resources  such as encyclopaedias. If you have a more s pecific,

unique, complex , or more social question, it will seek to provide answers from WikiAnswers, while it aims

to supply answersto the most simple who -is or what -is type of questions by drawing on its Reference
Answers database of it rust ed edi t oltscominunitymembere s dnclude, doctors, librarians,
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lawyers and students, as well as retirees. However , Answer s. c o mboiscarcséneiasn fia dna-istop
page of ref er enc ehighly fcantenticud il dic quite iwall for a very simple questio n such as
Afwhathistgo, ahletetultsu gomewhat distracted by a paid ad on top of the results page

of feringf[sid8tiimygs at @Googlezismaotually also quite good in plain or natural language
searching, and could well produce betters results.

Ask.com see C General purpose, product, and visual search engines

Askville  http://askville.amazon.com/Index.do

A fully owned subsidiary of Amazon.com Askville is a free question and answer website. Itis similarto  C

Yahoo! Answers (see below) In order to join you will need to sign up, and once you have done so you

canget answers to your questions from the Askville Acommunity
community by answering their own questions. In addition to submitting questions you can search or

browse by broad categories, all with fairly extensive sub -cate gories. Itis quit e easy to use. Simply type

your question, give it a category , and then hit the submit button and your words will be live on the site

inst antly. And if there is a follow -up question, the conversation can continue right where it left off on the

page every time someone answers a question, who then get MfAexper i &rdependipgon how good

their answers are considered to be by the community.  These experience points gradually build , and

Askville ranks  users by level according to their expe rience points.  For each member of the community

you can click on to life time stats including number of questions asked, questions answered,

fifachi evement,complamentseededved from members of the community , and more. It looks as

though some fAskv illians o have apparently answered several thousand question s, across virtually all

categories,andmus t be kept fairly busy doing so! fiSponsored questi
distracting.

Mosio http://ask.mosio. com/

AskMosio is a (primarily US focussed ) mobile question and answer community enabling you to text any

guestion from your phone and hav e Thistis pdnmardyw einteaded far pnordi r e a | peopl
mundane or trivial questions ,such asforexample fivmere can | find parking iné. o, fAw
condi ti ons o nto gehguickéespdnses toguestions about restaurants, shops, products, etc.

Mosio encourages you to ask literally any question: Afact, fiction or str

QueryCat http://www.querycat.com/

Claims to be the Web's largest database of frequently asked questions, contain ing a database of over 5
million questions and answers. QueryCat searches the W eb for FAQs, automatically extra cting questions
and ranking the answers to help you find the information you are looking for. However, itis probably an
inferior search tool when compared with some of the other Q&E search engines mentioned elsewhere in

this section.

Quora. An interes ting example of a Q&A search engine
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